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EDITORIAL. 
A PLEASANT SURPRISE. 

The Matron and Nursing Staff of St. 
Thomas’s Hospital are to  be congratulated 
both on the nature of the! surprise which they 
had in stare1 folr H. R. H. the1 Duke oif Connaught 
when he visited, the hospital on Wednesday, 
June 3 I st, and1 on tha method d i ts  presentment. 
Incidentally the St. Thomas’s nurses are also tot 
be congratulated on a well-kept secret, no hint 
of which, we understand, reached the Treasurer 
of the hospital until the previous day-when it 
was communicated to him by the Matron-in 
spite i ~ i ‘  every nurse in the hospital being “ in 
the know. ” 

The‘ occasion was a very special one. First it 
was the jubilee of the hospital1 cm its present 
site, for the new building was opened by Queen 
Victoria on June 21, 1871. Next, the Duke 
of Connxught had consented to present the 
prizes to the students of the medical school, to 
opcn the new physiology laboratory, and to 
attend the annual garden party given by the 
Nightingale Training School to ‘‘ old 
Xigh t ingales. ” 

Thirdly a Jubilw A p p d  f a r  &OO,OOO is 
being made to clear the hospital of debt, for 
after having had, until {recent years, a sufficient 
income from invested funds to defray its 
expenses without appealing to the public, the 
Council is now compelled to ask for public 
support to help it in its difficulties; for while 
investments remain stationary, expenses have 
Inrgcly increased, owing to  the great rise in the 
cost of proivisdons and hospital supplies. 
The affection and1 loyalty of nurees to, their 

Alma Mater is well k n m .  The League Olf St. 
Barthsloniew’s Hospital Nurses xaised some 
thousands of pounds for its new Nurses’ Home, 
the nurses of the London Hospital, a s  we 
report in another column, are worlcing hard to 

ensure the success of a bazaar, of which they 
h a w  undertaken the entire organisation to 
raise money for its support. 

A few short weeks ago the Matron, and 
Nursing Staff of St. Thomas’s Hospital t w k  
counsel together as to how they could help the 
hospital in its !present need ; they were not used 
to  begging, and felt a little awkward a s  ta 
embarking on the enterprise. A bazaar was 
negatived as involving more time than bhey 
could afford from their already strenuous wark, 
and then the Matron suggested that each 
member of the Kursing Staff should determine 
to  raise a t  least jG2 before June 21st, the 
amount raised to be presented to the Duke of 
Connaught, as President of the Hospital, in 
testimony of their desire ta take their share in 
helping the institution in this tima of financial 
difficulty. The idea was taken up with alacrity, 
the nurses set to work, with the r m l t  that 
the splendid total of over A;2,00o was raised in 
about six weeks. 

A most interesting episode in the proceedings 
on Tuesday afternoon wag the presentation to 
the Duke of Connaught by the Matron, Miss 
Lloyd Still, on behalf of the Nursing Staff, of 
two Bank of England notes of RI,OOO each, 
enclosed in a parchment on which! was the 
following inscription, illuminated in black amd 
red and gold1 letters\ by a member of the 
Nursing Staff :- 

“ NIGHTINGALE TRAINING SCHOOL. 
‘‘ ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

“ In love8 of our Hospital, and, with sympathy 
for our President, Treasurer, and Almoners, 
in their time of anxiety for its welfare, do we- 
the Matron, Sisters, Nurses and’ Probatianers 
in the year Nineteen Hundred and1 Twenty- 
one, make this offering.” 

When the offering is compbte (for therCis 
more to follow) the names d all those con- 
cerned in it will be inscribed on the pardim&&, 
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